[A case of spontaneous rupture of the esophagus: the characteristic CT findings].
A 75-year-old man was seen in the Emergency Room of our hospital because of chest pain after drinking beer and vomiting. Chest radiography showed pleural effusion in the left pleural space. The drained effusion contained digested food. A chest CT scan demonstrated mediastinal emphysema and an esophageal tear. The contrast esophagogram confirmed the diagnosis of spontaneous rupture of the esophagus. The characteristic CT findings of esophageal tear could have been used alone for the diagnosis, without esophagography.